CRITERIA FOR GRADING HISTORY ESSAYS

Meeting a criterion marked in bold will, by itself, drop an essay into that grade category. The essay’s grade within a category will depend on a combination of the factors listed.

A (3.5-4.0)

1. Fully addresses the question or assigned topic;

2. Articulates a clear position on the central issue(s) raised by the assignment;

3. Keeps a sharp focus on the central issue;

4. Explains and defends the central position in an orderly, logical way, making clear the writer’s reasoning and the relation among the writer’s ideas;

5. Draws on appropriate material from readings and lectures to support conclusions and debatable assertions;

6. Shows an appreciation for the complexity of the subject;

7. Is factually correct;

8. Shows care in matters of syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation;

9. Meets length requirements.

B (2.5-3.4)

1. Addresses the question or assigned topic in nearly all respects;

2. Articulates a clear position on the question(s) addressed;

3. Focuses on the central issue most of the time, but strays a little from the focus;

4. Explains and defends the writer’s position in an orderly, logical way, but leaves some reasoning or ideas needing further development or clarification;

5. Draws on appropriate material from readings and lectures to support some conclusions and assertions, but leaves some conclusions or assertions needing more support;

6. Contains an occasional oversimplification or self-evident statement;

7. Is factually correct in most instances, but contains a few errors;

8. Shows only minor problems of syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation;

9. Meets length requirements.

C (1.5-2.4)

1. Addresses the question or assigned topic in general but omits important issues;

2. Does not articulate a clear position on the principal question(s) or topic;

3. Strays from the topic or principal question(s) to discuss immaterial subjects;

4. Imposes some order on the presentation but does not make the relation among ideas and facts clear enough to be coherent;

5. Presents some evidence from readings or lectures to support conclusions, but leaves significant gaps;

6. Does not show awareness of the complexity of the subject; oversimplifies or relies significantly on self-evident statements;

7. Contains factual errors;

8. Contains distracting syntactical, grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors;

9. Meets length requirements.

D (0.7-1.5)

1. Fails to address a substantial portion of the question or assigned topic;

2. Articulates no conclusion about the central issue; shows no overall conception of the essay;
I

3. Fails to follow a logical order; wanders from idea to idea without explaining the relations among ideas;

4. Fails in several significant instances to support assertions by supplying evidence from readings or lectures;

5. Contains numerous factual errors;

6. Contains errors of syntax, grammar. and spelling that make it very difficult to understand the writer’s meaning;

7. Does not meet length requirements.

A failing essay (0.0)

1. Fails to address any part of the assigned topic or question;

2. Supplies no facts or pertinent arguments to support positions articulated;

3. Takes a substantial amount of material directly from another writer without attribution (plagiarizes);

4. Contains numerous serious factual errors;

5. Contains errors of syntax, grammar, and usage that make it virtually impossible to determine the meaning;

6. Does not meet length requirements.

